
 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

We open in May, with lots of exciting  

events this summer!  

HCCA Art Olson Swap Meet  

 May 19th 

Veterans Memorial Celebration 

 May 30th 

4th of July Celebration  

July 4th 

Pioneer Days 

August 16-18th 

Admission  

May-September:  

Village Open  

Adults~$10.00 

Juniors~$5.00 

Children Under 5~FREE 

 

October -April:  

Museum Only  

Adults~$5.00 

Juniors~$3.00 

Children Under 5~FREE 

 

Hours  

Year-Round 

Mon.-Sat.~10:00-5:00 

Sunday~12:00-5:00 

 

After Memorial Day 

Summer Hours 

Mon.-Fri.~10:00-8:00 

Saturday~10:00-5:00 

Sunday~12:00-5:00 

STAY CONNECTED 

 

Call us:  

701-282-2822 

Learn about us:  

www.bonanzaville.org 

Facebook us:  

facebook.com/casscountyhistoricalsociety 

Visit us:  

1351 Main Ave. W 

West Fargo, 58078 

1351 West Main Ave 
PO Box 719 

West Fargo, ND 58078 
TEL: (701) 282-2822 
FAX: (701) 282-7606 

 
NON PROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 
PAID  

WEST FARGO ND 
PERMINT NO. 43 

 

Collecting, displaying, and interpreting artifacts relevant to the history and 

cultural heritage of Cass County and the Red River Valley since 1954. 

Dear Members  
By: Troy White  

 

It is my honor to 
be able to present to you 
ÔÈÅ ÎÅ× Ȱ"ÏÎÁÎÚÁÖÉÌÌÅ 
4ÉÍÅÓȱ ÎÅ×ÓÌÅÔÔÅÒȦ ) 
apologize for not provid-
ing this sooner, however 
our limited resources and 
high demands forced us 
to prioritize what was 
possible to achieve. Our 
first priority was to get 
Bonanzaville onto solid 
footing and put the right 
people in place to accom-
plish the ambitious goals we 
have ahead of us. I hope you have been keeping in-
formed through the media coverage over the last year 
and a half. We are happy there has been quite a lot. 

Since I took over as Director in the fall of 2011, 
the staff has worked extremely hard to overcome the 
challenges we faced. I am proud to be a part of such a 
dedicated team of professionals. 

In the fall of 2011 we faced some serious chal-
lenges at Bonanzaville. Construction had halted on the 
Lucien C. Barnes Pavilion due to a lack of funding that 
was necessary to finish the project. We were able to as-
semble a five-bank coalition to provide a long-term loan 
that was backed by the USDA. The coalition includes 
Bell State Bank, Choice Financial, Western State Bank, 
First International Bank and Trust, and Starion Finan-
cial. 

In March, we secured the loan and paid con-
tractor, Lee Jones Construction in full for work com-
pleted.  We then began ramping up for construction to 
resume and got plans developed for the new Event 
Center on the second floor of the pavilion. Construc-
tion on the pavilion and new event center consumed 

much of the summer as we tried to complete the pro-
ject in time for Pioneer Days.  The Lucien C. Barnes Pa-
vilion was open for Pioneer days, although construction 
×ÁÓÎȭÔ ÃÏÍÐÌÅÔÅÌÙ ÆÉÎÉÓÈÅÄȢ 4ÈÅ ÏÆÆÉÃÉÁÌ ÏÐÅÎÉÎÇ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 
Pavilion was held in October. 

2012 was a year packed with excitement and 
challenges! We rolled out our new logo and brand. A 
new sign, donated by Custom Graphics, helped broad-
cast our new logo and identify our location. 

Thanks to generous contributions from the 
community of Arthur, the Arthur town hall was moved 
to the East end of the village onto its new foundation. 

In May, Julie Portillo joined the staff of Bonan-
zaville as the Sales and Marketing Coordinator. With a 
degree in marketing and tourism, Julie was able to hit 
the ground running. She is responsible for developing 
and coordinating events and programming as well as 
executing the marketing plan. 

In an effort to brand Pioneer Days as a North 
$ÁËÏÔÁ ÅÖÅÎÔȟ ×Å ÉÎÔÒÏÄÕÃÅÄ ÔÈÅ ÁÎÎÕÁÌ Ȱ#ÒÏÓÓÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ 
2ÅÄȱ ÃÅÒÅÍÏÎÙȠ Á ÔÒÉÂÕÔÅ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÆÉÒÓÔ ÐÉÏÎÅÅÒÓ ×ÈÏ 
crossed into our great state as they headed West. A 
wagon train consisting of three covered wagons and 
several outriders made their way through spectator 
lined streets of Fargo to their final destination at Bo-
nanzaville. Lt. Governor Drew Wrigley and former Gov-
ernor and Secretary of Ag, Ed Schafer spoke about 
North Dakota, our pioneering spirit and Bonanzaville. 
Programming and attendance was spectacular! 
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Museum  
By:Andrew Nielsen  
 
 As construction of 
the Lucien C. Barnes Pa-
vilion continued, the cu-
ratorial staff was busy 
keeping the artifact col-
lection out of the way of 
the construction. The up-
stairs of the Pavilion that 
was originally intended to 
ÂÅ ÔÈÅ ÍÕÓÅÕÍȭÓ ÁÒÔÉÆÁÃÔ 
storage became a confer-
ence and banquet room 
so artifacts that were pre-
viously in storage or in 
ÔÈÅ ÍÕÓÅÕÍȭÓ ÅØÈÉÂÉÔÓ 
were moved several times 
to accommodate progress 
on the new facility. Arti-
fact storage is now being 

carved out of portions of 
the old building, which 
has also been updated to 
meet building codes. 
 Once construction 
of the museum was com-
plete, Andrew and Erik 
began work on building 
exhibits. The new exhibit 
space in the Pavilion  
ÂÅÃÁÍÅ ÔÈÅ ÍÕÓÅÕÍȭÓ 

rotating exhibit gal-
lery (naming rights 
are still available) 
which will feature 
new exhibits ap-
proximately every 
three or four 
months. Some ex-
hibits will be con-
structed in-house 
while others will be 

rented from museums 
throughout the country.  
 The first exhibit in 
the rotating exhibit gal-
ÌÅÒÙ ×ÁÓ ÔÉÔÌÅÄȟ Ȱ4ÈÅ ,ÉÎȤ
coln Effect: How the 
Presidency Shaped the 
-ÁÎ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ,ÁÎÄȱȢ 4ÈÅ 
exhibit showcased infor-
mation from the State 
Historical Society of 
North Dakota about how 

the state was shaped by 
!ÂÒÁÈÁÍ ,ÉÎÃÏÌÎȭÓ ÐÒÅÓÉȤ
dency. The remaining 
portions of the exhibit 
were pieced together us-
ing artifacts from Bonan-
ÚÁÖÉÌÌÅȭÓ ÅØÔÅÎÓÉÖÅ ÁÒÔÉÆÁÃÔ 
collection in addition to 
photographic portraits 
that were borrowed from 
The Smithsonian Institu-
tion and The National Ar-
chives, revealing how the 
presidency aged him so 
drastically in the five 
years he was in office. The 
exhibit ran from fall 2012 
through March 2013. 
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2013 Charitable Giving  
Opportunities  
 We have been hard at work 
developing several ways the commu-
nity can support Bonanzaville and its 
mission. There are many different 
levels of support. Our fundraising 
goal for 2013 is $300,000. To date, we 
have raised $60,000. We hope there 
is a level that works for your budget 
and fulfills your need to give. As a 501
(c)3, your donation is tax deductable. 
 Cash Donations: A simple 
cash donation is always appreciated. 
We can take donations via check, 
credit card, or through our website at 
www.bonanzaville.org 
 Sponsorship:  Sponsoring 
events such as Pioneer Days or 
Christmas on the Prairie are a great 
way to contribute to the program-
ming we provide at Bonanzaville.  
Our event sponsorships are a great 
way for businesses to give and get 
advertised recognition.  
 

 (NEW!) Adopt -A-Building: 
We have introduced the new Adopt-
A-Building program at Bonanzaville! 
Preserving historic buildings takes a 
great deal of money and labor. The 
Adopt-A-Building program allows 
businesses or individuals to provide 
annual monetary support of a specific 
building while supporting the overall 
mission of Bonanzaville. There are 
several different levels of support 
starting at only $50 per month. Your 
donation will provide materials and 
labor to preserve the building for 
generations to enjoy and will affect 
thousands of visitors each year. A 
plaque with the name of the individ-
ual or business will be displayed on 
ÔÈÅ ÁÄÏÐÔÅÄ ÂÕÉÌÄÉÎÇȢ )ÔȭÓ Á ÇÒÅÁÔ ×ÁÙ 
to gain recognition for a business or 
to commemorate a loved one!   
 Naming Rights:  We have 
several opportunities for naming 
rights that will commemorate a loved 
one, a family name, or a local busi-
ness. From street names to exhibit 
galleries, we have several opportuni-

ties at many different price levels 
that will provide a lasting legacy 
while supporting the preservation of 
our heritage. 

 
Endowments and Foundations: 
Whether you are planning for the year 
or estate planning, there are many op-
portunities that could substantially re-
duce your tax burden while giving to 
Bonanzaville. If you have land, farm 
and construction equipment, mineral 
rights, or lake homes, there may be tax 
benefits to donating it rather than liq-
uidating it.   

 

Rotating Exhibit  

Brass Rail Hotel & Bar  
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2012 Event Reports:  

Veterans Event: We ran out of food with much more people 

than anticipated at over 300 people in attendance! The event 

was a way for Bonanzaville to give back as we honored our 

area veterans, military, and their families. A special thank 

you to our major event sponsor West Funeral Home! 

Pioneer Days: Over 2,500 people in attended over the week-

end! The new Crossing of the Red River Ceremony was a 

huge success in kicking off the event Friday night with thou-

sands of people watching as our 3 horse-drawn covered wag-

ons and outriders stopped traffic, traveling from the Hjem-

komst Center all the way to Bonanzaville. A special thank 

you to our major event sponsors Stop n Go, Custom Graph-

ics, and Bell State Bank and Trust! 

Christmas on the Prairie: We had record attendance with  

over 1,300 people that day! A special thank you to our  major  

event sponsors GoRadio and the Fargo Moorhead CVB! 

Museum Cont.  

 An exhibit was created in the 
front corridor of the Lucien C. Barnes 
Pavilion to honor the man who helped 
ÍÁËÅ ÔÈÅ ÍÕÓÅÕÍȭÓ ÅØÐÁÎÓÉÏÎ ÐÒÏÊÅÃÔ 
possible. Artifacts donated from 
,ÕÃÉÅÎȭÓ ÃÏÌÌÅÃÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÁÎÔÉÑÕÅÓ ÁÎÄ 
memorabilia were assembled to pro-
vide a permanent reminder of what 
generous donations can provide. 

The next project that was tackled was 
the permanent exhibit gallery (naming 
rights are still available). This gallery 
focuses on three sections of Cass 
#ÏÕÎÔÙȭÓ (ÉÓÔÏÒÙȡ .ÁÔÉÖÅ !ÍÅÒÉÃÁÎÓ 
who lived in this region prior to Euro-
pean settlement; homesteading, bo-
nanza farms and everyday life; finally 
the modernization of the area which 
includes transportation and farming 
revolutions, armed conflicts that 
changed our society and rural electric 

power that brought farming into the 
modern age. The exhibits in this sec-
tion are permanent and ongoing. 
(Ï×ÅÖÅÒȟ ÁÒÔÉÆÁÃÔÓ ÆÒÏÍ "ÏÎÁÎÚÁÖÉÌÌÅȭÓ 
collection will rotate in and out of the 
permanent exhibit gallery in order to 
present visitors with new and exciting 
objects to see while providing the 
space required for appropriate inter-
pretation of the artifacts on display. 

 Currently, the rotating gallery is 
ÆÅÁÔÕÒÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÅØÈÉÂÉÔ Ȱ9ÏÕÒ !ÒÅ (ÅÒÅȡ 
.ÁÖÉÇÁÔÉÎÇ .ÏÒÔÈ $ÁËÏÔÁȭÓ (ÉÓÔÏÒÙȱ 
which illustrates how the political 
boundaries of what became North 
Dakota changed over time. Forty-
eight maps are on display including 
maps from the collections of the 
State Historical Society of North Da-
kota, North Dakota Institute for Re-
gional Studies at NDSU, The Smith-
sonian, Bonanzaville and some of the 
ÃÕÒÁÔÏÒȭÓ ÐÅÒÓÏÎÁÌ ÃÏÌÌÅÃÔÉÏÎȢ 4ÈÅ ÅØȤ

hibit also has a handful of interactive 
components for people of all ages and 
modern survey equipment used by 
exhibit sponsor, Moore Engineering 
Inc. 

COME CHECK OUT: 

Christmas on the Prairie, Bonanzaville  

http://www.bonanzaville.org/

